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C.  AMONG  THOSE   ABSENT

The above list is very arbitrary, for the term "best-seller" has no defi-
nite meaning. But even if it were more complete, it would fail to give
a full idea of the cosmopolitan character of our reading. We should
add the following elements:

1.  Those foreign authors who write directly for the American public,
like Abbe Ernest Dimnet (The Art of Thinking-, What We Live By,
My Old World-, My New World), the historian Bernard Fay, the Chinese
scholar Lin Yu Tang (My Country and My People; The Importance of
Living).

2.  American writers of foreign birth  (we   do not mean of foreign
ancestry, for that would extend beyond computation). This would in-
clude many well-known names, including perhaps the greatest in American
letters, George Santayana.

3.  It was found difficult to distinguish  between popular history, or
philosophy, or political science, such as Ludwig's Napoleon, and history,
philosophy, political science accessible to the general reader. We should
gladly have listed such names as Andre Siegfried (America Comes of Age),
Giuseppe Antonio Borgese (Goliath); the readable as well as thorough
historical works of Count Egon Corti, particularly his Maximilian and
Carlotta in Mexico; those of Octave Aubry, the best of the popular and
orthodox historians in the Napoleonic field  (St. Helena, The King of
Rome, The Second Empre); E. A. Rheinhardt, more unconventional; the
searching and delicate work of Paul Cohen-Portheim (The Discovery of
Europe);   Friedrich  Sieburg,  journalistic,   but  with very fine elements
(Who Are These French? Robespierre); the sensationally good memoirs
of Caulaincourt (With Napoleon in Russia, No Peace with Na-poleon).
The purely literary merits of Leon Trotzky's work are evident. Those
of Mein Kam^f, by Adolf Hitler, require a larger dose of faith.

4.  A number of writers (translated) had a definite influence and de-
voted  followers,  although they were  not   reported  among best-sellers.
Among those Benedetto Croce should be mentioned first, chiefly in the
field of esthetics and criticism, but also in pure philosophy, the theory of
history, and modern Italian history (on the other hand, no one would
count Vilfredo Pareto a literary force); Ortega y Gasset, for his Revolt
of the Masses; the French poet Paul Valery  as an essayist (Variety);
the French Ambassador J. Jusserand (What Me Befell); the French Am-
bassador Paul Claudel, religious poet and dramatist (The Tidings Brought
to Mary),

Our nets failed to catch great writers of an intermediate period: not
yet established classics by 1914? but not strictly our contemporaries in